
Tube One SE 
 

An absolute top class tube preamplifier!



Want to know more? 

Simply give us a call! 

Tel.: +49 (0) 2432 80726 

Here is what one of our customers had to say about the mfe – TubeOne SE: 
 

„... The spatial distribution is great, really good. My ‘stage’ positively opened up to the right and left. 

Now I finally know how good the rest of my system really is ...... the other components have always 

had the capacity, but so far nothing was able to get it all out of them“

Product overview mfe TubeOne SE 
 

Experience an absolute top class preamplifier! 
 

Tube know-how combined with modern technology 

Offers impressive clarity, dynamism and spatiality. 
 

The unit has Cinch and XLR inputs and outputs, MM and MC phono input, headphone jack, 

loudness control (100% clearable), remote control, switchable volume control range, 

Phase reversal, ... 

 

We guarantee unadulterated musical enjoyment!



The history of the preamplifier TubeOne 
 

 

The history of the TubeOne is closely linked to the story of its developer Michael Franken. 

 

What does an electrical engineer, who grew up with a love for music and knows from his own experi-

ences how a violin, a piano or even a guitar sounds, actually do? If he wants to listen to music, he does 

not make any compromises and builds his own preamp! The canned music is supposed to be the equi-

valent of life music. Playback without any changes or glossing over is what is desired. 

 

At the beginning of the 1990s when Michael Franken wanted a good tube preamplifier for his own needs, 

he was not satisfied with the well-known, already existing concepts. Thus, he began developing his 

own, new circuit. It was drawn up, measured and eventually listened to. Improved, measured, listened 

to... 

 

Until he finally created a unique circuit which made it possible to create a particular device. An extraor-

dinarily good 3-pole, phono equalizer preamplifier with connecting 2-pole line amplifier. Both components 

are supplied with a regulated tube power supply. 

 
 

And that makes the TubeOne so special: 

 

It sounds fantastic, is ultra-fast and dynamic, yet neutral – and challenges music 

enjoyment without limitations 

 

The acoustic playback of discs is very realistic and natural thanks to the exact 3-pole equalizer pream-

plifier. The MM or the transformer-coupled MC input is shielded with mu-metal.  

 

The regulated tube power supply supports these sound features and provides stable operating data. 

 

The current-controlled direct current heating leads to a gentle heating up of the tubes and creates al-

ternative tube mounting options. 

 

The Tube One has been in existence since 1993, and over the years details have been changed / im-

proved from time to time - development is always ongoing. 

 

An upgrade to the latest version is always possible.

Excerpts from the test of the magazine „Hörerlebnis“: 
 

No. 38: ‘Attracted by the neutrality of this preamp ...’ 
 
‘The TubeOne delivered the signals fast and without compromises, allowing a magnificent level of dif-
ferentiation in the individual passages.’ 
 
‘... the TubeOne is in a class of its own.’ 



l Casing: Metal casing, black 

l Dimensions / (WxHxD) / mm: 483 x 105 335 

l Front panel: 10 mm thick, in black, silver grey, champagne, red 
and others against upcharge 

l Rotary knobs: Metal, heavy 

l Weight: 12kg 

l Remote control: Volume, mute 

l Inputs: 1 x phono (MM/MC), 5 x high level (2 x XLR, 3 x  
Cinch), tape/monitor 

l Outputs: balanced (XLR), unbalanced (cinch/180°), 
tape/monitor directly, headphones 6.3 mm jack 

l Switch function: On/Off, Mono/Stereo, Tape/Monitor, Phase, 
Loudness Control, Rump Filter, Noise Filter, Gain, 

MM/MC 
l Mains voltage: 115 or 230V ~ 50/60Hz 

l Power consumption: ~ 75 VA 

l Microfuse external: 0.63 AT (230V) / 1.25 AT (115V) 

l Microfuse internal: 2 x 0.315 AT/1 x 3.15 AT/1 x 2.0 AT/2 x 1.6 AT 

l Input resistance: ~ 20 KΩ 

l Input sensitivity for UA = 0.5Veff: 0.15/2 mVeff (phono MC/MM: rear left switch on base  
plate: position 0 = MC, position 1 = MM) 250 mVeff  

(high level) 

l Volume / Max. output voltage UA: 3 Veff/-13 dB switchable, see text for switch below on  
the base plate 

l Relay (except MM/MC switching): gold-silver (Au-Ag) contact surfaces 

l Signal to Noise Ratio (1 Vs/1 KHz): ~ 95 dB (high) ~ 85 dB (MM/MC) 

l Harmonic distortion (1 Vs/1 KHz): ~ 0.2% 

l Frequency response: 10Hz - 90KHz / - 3dB 

l Balance correction: +/– 6 dB 

l Loudness Control (bass + treble): ~ 10 dB 
 

Tube placement 
 

l Power supply: 5Y3GT (GZ34 ...) /12AX7 (ECC83 ...) /6L6GB (EL34 ...) 

l Amplifier: 2 x PCC189 (PCC88 ...) /2 x PCF80 (E80CF) /2 x 6922© 
(PCC85...) 

 

Warranty 
 

l 2 years warranty, 1/2 year on the tubes 

l CE - mark 
 

Technical changes and errors reserved!

Equipment features and technical specifications of mE TubeOne SE


